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History

The former gasworks site is part of 
Folkestone’s history but has been largely 
derelict since 1956. 

Remediation of the site took place 
between 2009-11, and Southern Gas 
sought to sell it. To encourage a 
purchaser the council included it in a list 
of sites for housing development in 
2015. No offers were made. 

Given the lack of interest from the 
private sector Folkestone & Hythe 
District Council bought the site in 2021. 
It requires further remediation and by 
taking ownership, the Council wants to 
drive development and be able to access 
any funding for land remediation. 



Constraints/Risks
• Cost of remediation
• Topography challenges, different ground levels 

within the site 
• Existing service media 
• Retaining walls – stabilisation & improvement
• Concrete obstructions underground
• Gas governors sub station and confirming 

boundaries
• Funding availability
• Feasibility; Cost vs Income
• Lack of interest from the market



Site conditions

The site was subject to an extensive though 
not comprehensive, remediation scheme in 
2009- 2011. During 2022, the Council have 
had surveys carried out to ascertain ground 
conditions, and make recommendations and 
cost estimates of the work needed to make it 
suitable for housing redevelopment. 
Following these surveys, we are applying for 
funds from the Brownfield Land Release Fund 
(BLRF) to carry out these works, in parallel 
with the design development.

Much of the site is ‘made ground’ rather than 
soil and grass, so areas for soft planting will 
need to have clean cover (new soil) brought 
onto the site. Site levels fall significantly from 
west to east, with a 12 metre level difference 
across the site.



Work To Date
 Capacity studies investigating density / layout / public realm 
 Site maintenance to minimise future ecological risks
 Viability studies
 Positive discussions with HE and One Public Estate
 2 very well attended public engagement events 
 Structural condition survey of retaining walls 
 Extensive soil and site investigation works done and costed
 Market Intelligence report on future homes completed
 Early & continued engagement with Key stakeholders 
 Appointed Design Team to achieve planning consent



Feedback from March 2022

Residents gave their views on the proposals for 
a mixed use, housing-led development on the 
site at a public consultation event in March 
2022. Over 130 people attended the event and 
shared their views via an online questionnaire 
or at the in-person event at the Quarterhouse. 
There was strong support for a residential-led 
redevelopment.

The following were the main views in the 
feedback (with the percentage of people who 
agreed and strongly agreed with them): 



Emerging 
Design

• Green walk way
• Open space
• Improved access
• Minimal traffic flow



The proposals

The site can deliver an exciting new residential 
development which will also provide pleasant walking and 
cycling links from Folkestone Central station to the town 
centre and harbour.

A study in 2021 identified a number of key principles we 
are taking into account in the design.

A green link across the site can create a pedestrian route 
from station to town centre and F51 (the new
skatepark) and open up views to the hills beyond. The 
lower section of the site to the east offers scope for a small 
public open space that can benefit the wider 
neighbourhood.



New homes



Public realm



Public realm



Sustainability



Next steps



Next steps



Questions?


